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Schnabel Engineering Report Condemns Dioxin Pile

The independent study report of the Edgemoor “dioxin pile” prepared by Schnabel Engineering of West
Chester, PA, has confirmed community fears that the Dupont-DNREC proposal to leave the contaminated
material where it is does not adequately address public health concerns and will not contain the waste for
more than a few decades.

The Waste Crisis Working Group (WCWG) formed by concerned citizens in New Castle County has been
tracking the controversy surrounding the Dupont “dioxin pile” near Edgemoor for almost two years. The
WCWG and has met several times to discuss it. At its February 2007 meeting, it reviewed the recently
released “Schnabel Report,” and made a number of comments, observations and recommendations.

The material is the byproduct of Dupont’s titanium dioxide pigment operation outside Wilmington and had
been accumulating there for years. The 20 acre mound is just a few feet from the Delaware River and
spawning areas of Stripped Bass and other aquatic species. It is located approximately one mile from
several low income neighborhoods.

Report Timeline

The Schnabel Report grew out of public outcry at the January 2005 Dupont-DNREC unveiling of their
proposal to cap the 500,000 ton pile of waste and leave it in place. In public hearings that followed citizens
argued that the material should be accorded the same treatment as currently produced waste — and moved
to a qualified waste disposal site.

In response to the controversy House Resolution 22 called for the independent study in June 2005. The
study was supposed to assess risks pointed out by the public and the proposals to move it or cap it in place
as Dupont proposed. Approximately a year passed before Schnabel was selected to perform the study. The
study was released in late December 2006. DNREC has given the public until March 2 to comment on the
Schnabel report.

Schnabel Report Findings

In general, the Schnabel report said the information provided them was inadequate to make clear
assessments. It said more information would be required to evaluate the risks. (When the study was
originally proposed members of the public recommended new sampling but that was not heeded and
Schnabel used old data only provided by Dupont.) The current state of disrepair of the pile indicates how
little Dupont is concerned with long-term stewardship of the pile. The Schnabel report discusses in detail
several ways the Dupont-DNREC plan underestimates the danger to human health:

1. The plan allows for dangerous levels of toxins to get into the air in the form of dust.

2. There is currently and will continue to be erosion of the sides, as well as seepage of toxins out of

the sides. Some of this will go into the Shellpot Creek and Delaware River and fish which will be

eaten.

There is a significant danger of toxins seeping into the water table below the pile.

4. There is significant danger of toxins entering into the food chain from plants growing around the
pile and animals foraging near the pile.
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Levels of dioxin were inconclusive (due to limited sampling) but other cancer causing materials
such as hexachlorobenzene were found at levels dangerous to humans.

The idea of moving the pile was not realistically considered by Dupont-DNREC.

The plan grossly overstated the lifespan of the capping system it proposes.

Capping the pile will make any future use of the land impossible - forever.

Official Reaction ...or Lack of It

The Waste Crisis Working Group is concerned that there has been no official response to the Schnabel
report. This concern is compounded by a belief that the lack of a clear conclusion will lead to more official
indecision at a time when firm action is called for.

1.

2.

3.

The Legislature and the resolution sponsor Rep. Diana McWilliams has not addressed it or
commented publicly about it.

DNREC has announced the availability of the report but has not commented on its validity or some
of the deficiencies the report identifies. The public is unclear about the government position.
Dupont has shown no reaction.

Call to Action

The Waste Crisis Working Group encourages its members and other concerned citizens to take appropriate
actions that will lead to removal of the pile. These actions can include not limited to:

1.

2.

Contact state legislators, the Governor, and Secretary John Hughes (DNREC) and indicate that
you want the pile removed.

Call for a public meeting to get a better explanation of and the opportunity to comment on the
Schnabel Report.

The Attorney General should be invited to review the enforcement role of the State and
remediation of marine environments.

Call for an extension of the comment period until March 31.



